so as to form chests or coffins, covered by transverse slabs.
These chests contain one or more bodies with earthen urns,
etc, on three sides, east, north and west, none have been found
to the south, or towards, the feet of the bodies. Portions of
spearheads and other iron weapons have been discovered with
the urns laid by the side of the bodies, but no images or idols
as in some of the Nilgheny Cairns, nor any rings or brass
vessels. The bodies are interred at a great depth from the
surface varying from & to 10 feet.
Other particulars might perhaps be mentioned, but enough
has been stated to prove I think the position I have assumed.
The grand question now remains as to whose these monuments
were, I have little doubt myself that they were those of
nomadic tribes of Druidic Scythians who penetrated into
India at a very early period and who must have formed local
settlements in various parts* the last of which were probably
in the Nilgherries. Some speculations have been made that
these were the remains of Jains or Buddhists but we know the
modes oi sepulture in both castes to be entirely different from
these, (and that arms ware never buried with their dead), and
had they been Hindu or Buddhist, it would have been impos-
sible that they should not be much more numerous than they are*
They are not sepultures of Hindus, who usually bury (where
they bury), in a sitting posture, while those distinctive marks
separate them from all other tribes except those who are
acknowledged to be DraidicaL
There has been I am aware much speculation on the subject
of invasions of India by Scythic tribes from Central Asia, and
At theories of Colcmel Tod and others on the subject in
regard to their amalgamation with Hindu tribes or identity
with them must be familiar to all* We have however no
trace of them subsequent to the invasions of Alexander. But
Mr* Elpfctiiistcme cpofces ^rions authorities in regard to their
into India &IK! partial occupation of die country in
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